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The Guelph Chamber Choir acknowledges and honours the land
upon which we gather, rehearse, and perform as home to many
past, present, and future First Nations. The people of Guelph
reside on the territory of the “Between the Lakes Treaty No. 3”,
which was signed between the Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation and the Crown in 1792. This acknowledgement of the land
is a declaration of our collective responsibility to this place and its
peoples’ histories, rights, and presence. 



Hope Lingers On
Audience sing along

Lissa Schneckenburger, arr. Andrea Ramsay
Judy Steers, djembe

Blessed Be
Audience sing along

Melanie DeMore

Rainbow Chorus

Memories arr. Andy Beck 

You Will Be Found 
(From Dear Evan Hanson)

Ben Pakek, Justin Paul, arr. Mac Huff

Hope for the World Music by Jacob Narvarud, text by Robert Bode

University of Guelph Choirs

Okâwîmâw Askiy (Mother Earth) Sherryl Sewepagaham

In this Wide World Music by Matthew Emery        , text by Andrew Lane

Mambo Jesu
Shona Trad. Hymn, ed. by Scott Leithead         and
Kathleen Skinner

Guelph Youth Singers

Ev'ry Time I Feel the Spirit Trad. Spiritual, arr. William L. Dawson

Eva Trad. Jamaican Folk Song

Never Enough
(from The Greatest Showman)

Benj Pasek & Justin Paul, arr. Jonathan Miller

Guelph Chamber Choir

Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste Zeit 
(from Cantata BWV 106)

J.S. Bach

little man in a hurry Music by Eric Whitacre, text by e.e. cummings

Sonnet 43: All Days Are Nights Music by Laura Hawley         , text by William Shakespeare

Side by Side Barbershop Tag
Audience sing along

Silas Chinsen

Finale

One Voice 
Ruth Moody
Solos: Lisette Machan, Lanny Fleming, Laura Fleming

Bridge Over Troubled Water Paul Simon, arr. Kirby Shaw

PROGRAM

Full Program



Dr. Charlene Pauls

The Guelph Chamber Choir was founded in 1980 by Gerald Neufeld,
who led the choir until 2019 when Charlene Pauls joined as Artistic
Director. GCC remains an integral part of the strong musical heritage of
Guelph, and performs repertoire from Renaissance to contemporary,
from classical to Broadway, and from unaccompanied choral gems to
masterworks with full orchestra. 

Our choir comprises singers from various walks of life with a common
goal to create outstanding choral experiences, foster community
enjoyment, and to reach out through community partnerships. 

We welcome our wonderful choral colleagues and friends as we open
our choral season, singing "Side by Side".

www.guelphchamberchoir.ca

Soprano
Havelah Carter
Anna Dolsen
Laura Harp
Katie Hatanaka**
Jacqueline Kreller-
   Vanderkooy
Liz Laushway
Rebecca McKay
Karla Oxley
Emily Steers**
Tammy te Winkel

Altos
Lynn Beath
Bailey Dugas
Joanne Gonsalves
Leah Hagerman
Megan Hodge
Karen Slatkovsky
Dev Suresh
Alison Vicary
Rachael Young

Basses
Dave Davidson
Keith Hagerman*
Brian Janzen
Neil McLaren
Graham 
   Nancekivell
Andrew Quinn
Matthias Schmidt
Finn Steinke**
James Walke
David Wieler

Dr. Charlene Pauls
Artistic Director,
Conductor

Alison McNeill
Pianist

GUELPH CHAMBER CHOIR

Dr. Charlene Pauls is an active choral conductor, vocal soloist, adjudicator
and pedagogue, directing a wide range of adult, university and youth
choirs for over 25 years. In 2018 she was awarded the Ontario Arts Council
Leslie Bell Prize for excellence in choral conducting, and under her
direction, choirs have garnered gold medal standing at the World Choir
Games and first place awards in the CBC amateur choir competition.

In addition to her work with GCC, Charlene is Associate Artistic Director of
the Oakville Choir for Children and Youth where she conducts Raise Her
Voice Chamber; is Music Director at Incarnation Church (Anglican) in
Oakville; and runs a busy vocal studio.

Dr. Pauls has recently been invited to conduct at Carnegie Hall in New
York in March 2024, conducting Mendelssohn's "Psalm 42, where
members of GCC will be the core ensemble of the 100+ voice choir.  

Tenors
Douglas Annett
Steve Brown
Silas Chinsen**
Lanny Fleming*
Brad Halls
Peter Thompson

* Section Lead
** Emerging Artist

http://www.guelphchamberchoir.ca/


For nearly thirty-five years, Guelph Youth Singers has been
amplifying the voices of young singers from 6-20 years of age,
championing the choral arts, and enriching the lives of
participants and audiences across the country. Founded by
Linda Beaupre, and currently curated by Artistic Director Markus
Howard, GYS is recognized as one of the finest youth choral
organizations in Canada. Celebrating music from across a vast
spectrum of vocal genres, the choirs educate and inspire young
artists, while creating a safe and engaged community whose
main focus is to enrich the lives of our youth. 

www.guelphyouthsingers.com

GUELPH YOUTH SINGERS

Amelia Avdoulos
Isabelle Avdoulos
Matthew Avdoulos
Clara Blenkinsop
Desi Bradshaw
Julia Dartsch
Maia Dartsch
Sophie Dartsch
Laura Fleming
Isabella Golu
Cady Gonsalves

Bridget Hatfield
Neila Hay
Benjamin Kosir
Juliette LeBlanc
Kalyna Levytsky
Maxim Levytsky
Aoibhinn Macken Luyt
Finn Steinke
Leo Stephens
Emily Wang
Jonathan Yao

Conductor, director, and choreographer Markus
Howard is the Artistic Director for Guelph Youth
Singers, La Jeunesse Choirs and Durham
Philharmonic Choir. He was on the faculty of the
Glenn Gould School- Royal Conservatory of Music,
was Lead Artist Educator for the Canadian Opera
Company, and led choirs at St. James Cathedral,
the University of Toronto’s Massey College, and
Hart House’s award-winning jazz choir. 

In 2020, Markus was honoured with an
International Paul Harris Fellowship for his work
promoting Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and
Accessibility with youth across Guelph.

http://www.guelphyouthsingers.com/


Rainbow Chorus Waterloo-Wellington is a community chorus
that welcomes members of all genders, sexualities, and gender
expressions – and allies of the LGBTQ+ community. We invite
members from all levels of experience who enjoy singing a
diverse repertoire of choral music. No audition is required. 

We strive to create a supportive community for our members to
join together in song and have fun. We promote inclusion and
awareness of the LGBTQ+ communities of Waterloo-Wellington
through concerts and community involvement. 

www.rainbowchorus.ca

RAINBOW CHORUS

Alison MacNeill is a University of Guelph grad and after graduate
work at the University of Western Ontario, Alison returned to her
hometown of Guelph to teach and immerse herself in its
thriving music community. 

Alison's passion for choral music is reflected in her decades as
the Director of the Music and Arts Ministry at Harcourt Memorial
United Church, and as conductor of other local community
choirs. Alison had been the chorus collaborative pianist for over
15 seasons and becoming Artistic Director in 2018, for our 25th
anniversary season was a perfect fit.

Soprano
Abiodun Babalola
Anna Vallentin
Crystal Chilvers
Emily Rutledge
Emily Wettlaufer
Jennifer Jupp
Kaitlin Venneri
Kali Jhirad
Louise Harnett
Maureen Anderson
Meghan Kelly
Oriana Abrahamse
Shannon Barnes
Tegan Frid
Terry Hamilton

Alto
Ana Carera 
    Berenguer
Bonnie Lesky
Carys Camani
Cheryl Murton
Colleen Lichti
Darby Kent
Eloise Douglas
Jasmine Jordan
Judy Steers
Leah Sprague
Lisa Farlow
Lisette Machan
Margie Johnson
Maude Stephany
Monica 
    Chamberlain
Nadine Hull

Rachael Lake
Rebecca Satori
Sarah Brown
Sarah Cressman
Valerie Walker
Ren Dunollie

Tenor
Adam Davies
Annette Denis
Dave Vervoort
Kim Ryan
Nico Hanna
Vanessa Russell
Justin Hong
Kadin Wyer
Fort Hui

Bass
Chris Chihrin
David Ingard
David Tilley
Edward Atacl
Geoffrey Metz
Gregory Walsh
Jaye Crawford
Katrina Stephany
Ken McRory
Marshall Bowman
Matthew Hunter-
    Tribe
Tanner Coutts
Andre Langdon

Allison MacNeill
Artistic Director,
Conductor

Chris Fischer
Pianist

https://rainbowchorus.ca/


The Symphonic Choir comprises students, staff,
community members and faculty from all disciplines at
the University of Guelph. The choir focuses on choral-
orchestral masterworks, including some world music,
spirituals, and songs from folk traditions. The Gryphon
Singers, is an a capella chamber choir including
students and alumni from diverse fields of study.

SYMPHONIC CHOIR
Soprano
Theresa Bernardo
Alexia Castiglione
Saige Cunniffe
Gracie Hornung
Ardeth Jarvis
Rachel Keenan
Alley Mahony
Kaveesha Mistry
Magdalena Muth
Linda Newbery
Abbie Schaefer
Olivia Scott
Sarah Smith
Amitida Sohrabi
Cynthia Stimson
Kamryn Walker
Ryleigh Wentworth
Soo Ji Yoon

www.uoguelph.ca/arts/sofam

Dr. Marta McCarthy
Conductor

UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH SYMPHONIC
CHOIR & GRYPHON SINGERS

Tenor
Ross Clark
Jonathan Cressman
Russell Dunk
Lanny Fleming
Andrew Gerwin
Jeff Gross
Mortimer Haworth
Matteo Tessaro

Bass
Joe Balfour
David Beattie
Ian Dickieson
Patrick Fothergill
Reinhard Kypke
Brian Redpath
Andrew Vowles
Casey Worth

Alto
Tara Chester
Dominique China
Tracey Clarke-Rankine
Joan Faehrmann
Alex Fowler
Susan Gadbois
Krystyna Higgins
Aparna Karthikeyan
Nicole Kerfont
Kate Meredith
Natasha Meredith 
Lindsay Moffat
Elisabeth J. Nicol
Francie Niekamp
Jenny Oesch
Ella Pauls
Chantale Pinard
Emma Robinson
Jenn Rosen
Danna Sanchez
Momo Takamatsu
Jaime Tuling

Dr. Marta McCarthy is an Associate Professor at the University
of Guelph, where she has been directing the choirs and
teaching musicianship for ten years. She previously taught at
Wilfrid Laurier University and at the University of Toronto.
Marta was awarded the 1999 Elmer Iseler Conducting
Fellowship. She also received an Ontario Volunteer Service
Award and, in 2005, was named a Woman of Distinction for
Arts & Culture in Guelph.

GRYPHON SINGERS
Soprano 
Charlotte Bryant
Havie Carter
Alysha Harris
Effie Honeywell 
Anna-Maria
Haruna Rose 
  Thompson 

Alto
Alyssa Boyle 
Kaitlyn Bryant 
Rachael Young 

Tenor
Nathan Fledderus 
Lanny Fleming 

Bass
Thomas Beech
Ian Dickieson
Elliot Sarkis
Matthew Shelley 
Wesley Schlenker 

https://www.uoguelph.ca/arts/sofam/ensembles


“Hope Lingers On” - Text and music by Lissa Schneckenburger, arranged by Andrea Ramsay
(sing along)

My mother, when love is gone, in our darkest hour, hope lingers on.
My father, when peace is gone, in our darkest hour, hope lingers on.

Sing Along Chorus: 
I will not hate, and I will not fear, in our darkest hour, hope lingers here.

My sister, when equality’s gone, in our darkest hour, hope lingers on.
My brother, with tolerance gone, in our darkest hour, hope lingers on.

Sing Along Chorus: 
I will not hate, and I will not fear, in our darkest hour, hope lingers here.

My love, when honour is gone, in our darkest hour, hope lingers on.
My country, when justice is gone, in our darkest hour, hope lingers on.

Sing Along Chorus: 
I will not hate, and I will not fear, in our darkest hour, hope lingers here.

Blessed Be - Text and music by Melanie DeMore 
(sing along)

Bass: Blessed Be, Blest! Be, Blessed Be the Living Tree. (sing twice)

Tenor: Blessed Be! Blessed Be! Blessed Be! Blessed Be, Blessed Be! 
Alto: Blessed Be the Tree of Life that grows within you and me. Blessed Be the Tree of Life.
Soprano: Blessed Be the Tree of Life that grows within you and me. Blessed Be the Tree of Life.

Verses (choir)
Steady and true, rooted in love. Shelter and peace below and above.
Sing to the sky, rise from the earth. Seasons come round again, death to rebirth.

TEXTS & TRANSLATIONS



Memories - Songwriters Adam Levine, Jacob Hindlin, Jonathan Bellion, Jordan Johnson,
Michael Pollack, Stefan Johnson, Vincent Ford, arranged by Andy Beck

Here's to the ones that we got,
Cheers to the wish you were here, but you're not,
'Cause the dreams bring back all the memories,
Of everything we've been through.
Close to the ones here today,
Close to the ones that we lost on the way,
'Cause the dreams bring back all the memories,
And the memories bring back, memories bring back you.

There's a time that I remember, when I did not know no pain
When I believed in forever, and everything would stay the same
Now my heart feel like December when somebody say your name
'Cause I can't reach out to call you, but I know I will one day.
Everybody hurts sometimes,
Everybody hurts someday,
But everything will be alright,
Go on raise your voice and say:

Here's to the ones that we got,
Cheers to the wish you were here, but you're not,
'Cause the dreams bring back all the memories,
Of everything we've been through.
Close to the ones here today,
Close to the ones that we lost on the way,
'Cause the dreams bring back all the memories,
And the memories bring back, memories bring back you.

There's a time that I remember when I never felt so lost,
When I felt all of the hatred was too powerful to stop.
Now my heart feel like an ember and it's lighting up the dark.
I'll carry these torches for you that you know I'll never drop.
Memories bring back, memories bring back you.

https://www.long-mcquade.com/


21 College Avenue West
Guelph, ON  N1G 1R7   (519) 822 2710

O P T O M E T R I S T S

 Judith A. Brisson, O. D.
 P. Lynne Leis, O.D.
 Reita Thomas-Parel, O.D.
 Violet Zawada-Kuzio, O.D.

You Will Be Found - Benj Pasek and Justin
Paul, arranged by Mac Huff

Have you ever felt like nobody was there?
Have you ever felt forgotten in the middle of
nowhere?
Have you ever felt like you could disappear?
Like you could fall, and no one would hear?
Well, let that lonely feeling wash away.
Maybe there's a reason to believe you'll be
okay.
'Cause when you don't feel strong enough to
stand,
You can reach, reach out your hand.
And oh, someone will come running,
And I know, they'll take you home
Even when the dark comes crashing through,
When you need a friend to carry you,
And when you're broken on the ground,
You will be found.
So let the sun come streaming in,
'Cause you'll reach up and you'll rise again.
Lift your head and look around,
You will be found.
There's a place where we don't have to feel
unknown,
And every time that you call out
You're a little less alone.
If you only say the word,
From across the silence your voice is heard
Even when the dark comes crashing through,
When you need a friend to carry you,
When you're broken on the ground,
You will be found.
So let the sun come streaming in,
'Cause you'll reach up and you'll rise again,
If you only look around,
You will be found.
Out of the shadows
The morning is breaking,
And all is new, all is new.
It's filling up the empty,
And suddenly I see that
All is new, all is new.
You are not alone.

Hope for the World - Robert Bode

We sing of yellow dragonflies and brilliant
orange sunsets,
of dappled forests and oceans, dancing
with life.
We sing of generations of lined and loving
faces,
and eyes, clear in their knowing.
We sing for the hope of the children, of
hope for the world,
and the new rooster song, fresh each
morning.
We sing of blessed yesterdays and holy
tomorrows,
of changing colors: the seasons, shining
with light.
Where yellows and oranges, forests and
oceans wait for us,
wait to find hope for the world.     



Ev'ry Time I Feel the Spirit - Traditional Spiritual, arranged by William L. Dawson

Eva - Traditional Jamaican Folk Song

One of the first spirituals ever shared with President Abraham Lincoln, "Ev'rytime I Feel the
Spirit" and Jamaican folk tune "Eva" have been added to the Guelph Youth Singers' choral
repertoire as we mindfully and responsibly educate ourselves about the music of all cultures
and traditions. We celebrate musical exchange, and the sharing of culture through song
when we are fully informed, and performing with deep respect.

In This Wide World - Music by Matthew Emery, text by Andrew Lane

Here on top of Vimy Ridge I stand
And looking out behold so vast a land
What wreckage here, where once was landscape far.

What woeful damage done beyond compare
To this broad plain below, so rare
Which once did smile.
And breathed its love.
For all mankind.

When shall it end, when will all this torture cease?
In this wide world. 

Mambo Jesu  - Shona Traditional Hymn from Zimbabwe, arranged by Scott Leithead
and Kathleen Skinner

Makanka Mambo Jesu 
Mune rudo Mambo Jesu 
Mune tsitsi Mambo Jesu

You are good, King Jesus
You have love, King Jesus
You have grace, King Jesus

Okâwîmâw Askiy (Mother Earth) - Text and music by Sherryl Sewepagaham
(Woodland Cree translation by Bill and Emily Sewepagaham)

Okâwîmâw askiy
Niyanân kitawâsimsak
Kisâkihitinan

Mother Earth
we are your children
we love you



Bach’s compositions spring from his bedrock of Lutheran faith, evident in this statement that
all of life is according to God’s plan and purpose. The opening instrumental Sonatina displays
Bach’s melodic prowess in magnificent simplicity.

“Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste Zeit”, Cantata 106, by J. S. Bach - Sonatina (piano solo) and Coro

Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste Zeit.  
In ihm leben, weben und sind wir. 
In ihm sterben wir zu rechter Zeit,  
Wenn er will.    

God’s time is the best time.
In him we live, move, and have our being.
In him we die at our appointed time,
At his will.

 
Each of the next three pieces looks at “time” for a different perspective.

Never Enough - Text and music by Benj Pasek and Justin Paul, arranged by Jonathan Miller

I'm trying to hold my breath
Let it stay this way
Can't let this moment end
You set off a dream in me
Getting louder now
Can you hear it echoing?
Take my hand
Will you share this with me?
'Cause darling, without you

"Never Enough from the cinematic hit "The Greatest Showman" allows our passionate young
singers to express themselves through contemporary repertoire. In tonight's sharing of this
Pasek and Paul favourite, Guelph Youth Singers introduces our newest ensemble,
Performance Troupe.

All the shine of a thousand spotlights
All the stars we steal from the night sky
Will never be enough
Never be enough
Towers of gold are still too little
These hands could hold the world but it'll
Never be enough
Never be enough
For me



Sonnet 43: All Days are Nights” -  Text by William Shakespeare, music by Laura Hawley

When most I wink, then do mine eyes best see,
For all the day they view things unrespected;
But when I sleep, in dreams they look on thee,
And, darkly bright, are bright in dark directed.
Then thou, whose shadow shadows doth make bright,
How would thy shadow’s form form happy show
To the clear day with thy much clearer light,
When to unseeing eyes thy shade shines so?
How would, I say, mine eyes be blessed made
By looking on thee in the living day,
When in dead night thy fair imperfect shade
Through heavy sleep on sightless eyes doth stay!
All days are nights to see till I see thee,
And nights bright days when dreams do show thee me.

Canadian composer Laura Hawley, has created a buoyant setting of Shakespeare’s poem,
where love shines so brightly in sleep that it makes days feel like nights, and nights feel like
bright days. 

“little man in a hurry…” - Text by e.e.cummings, music by Eric Whitacre

Eric Whitacre was the pioneer of the virtual
choir back in 2010, and through his
“contemporary yet accessible voice," has
become one of the most programmed
living composers of choral music. He has
set E. E. Cumming’s poem, which conveys a
restless child at bedtime who is worrying
about the little, everyday things that seem
important to us in the moment. 

 
little man
(in a hurry
full of an

important worry)
halt stop forget relax

 
wait

 
(little child

who have tried
who have failed
who have cried)
lie bravely down

 
sleep

 
big rain

big snow
big sun

big moon
(enter us)

 



Bridge Over Troubled Water - by Paul Simon
and Art Garfunkel, arranged by Kirby Shaw

When you're weary, feeling small,
When tears are in your eyes
I will dry them all
I'm on your side
Oh when times get rough
And friends just can't be found

Like a bridge over troubled water
I will lay me down
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will lay me down

When you're down and out
When you're on the street
When evening falls so hard
I will comfort you
I'll take your part
Oh when darkness comes
And pain is all around

Like a bridge over troubled water
I will lay me down
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will lay me down

Sail on, silver girl
Sail on by
Your time has come to shine
All your dreams are on their way
See how they shine
Oh if you need a friend
I'm sailing right behind

Like a bridge over troubled water
I will ease your mind
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will ease your mind

One Voice - by Ruth Moody

This is the sound of one voice
One spirit, one voice
The sound of one who makes a choice
This is the sound of one voice
This is the sound of one voice

This is the sound of voices two
The sound of me singing with you
Helping each other to make it through
This is the sound of voices two
This is the sound of voices two

This is the sound of voices three
Singing together in harmony
Surrendering to the mystery
This is the sound of voices three
This is the sound of voices three

This is the sound of all of us
Singing with love and the will to trust
Leave the rest behind, it will turn to dust
This is the sound of all of us
This is the sound of all of us

This is the sound of one voice
One people, one voice
A song for every one of us
This is the sound of one voice
This is the sound of one voice



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

UPCOMING CONCERTS

https://guelphchamberchoir.ca/events/messiah/
https://guelphchamberchoir.ca/events/a-christmas-story/

