
a christmas story

PROGRAM
NOVEMBER 27

Harcourt Memorial United Church
87 Dean Avenue, Guelph ON

GUELPH CHAMBER CHOIR
WITH

GUELPH GUILD OF STORYTELLERS



The Guelph Chamber Choir acknowledges and honours the land
upon which we gather, rehearse, and perform as home to many
past, present, and future First Nations. The people of Guelph
reside on the territory of the “Between the Lakes Treaty No. 3”,
which was signed between the Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation and the Crown in 1792. This acknowledgement of the land
is a declaration of our collective responsibility to this place and its
peoples’ histories, rights, and presence. 
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Traditional

PROGRAM
Veni, Veni Emmanuel

O Come All Ye Faithful
(Audience sing along)

Bogoroditsye Dyevo

L’adieu des bergers (Shepherd’s Chorus)

Away in a Manger

The Lamb

STORY: The Red Scarf

I'll Be Home for Christmas
(Audience sing along)

Frobisher Bay 
(Flute: James Gordon)

Solstice Song

The Sleepy Song (A Cree Lullaby)

STORY: Little Bear 

Silver Bells 
(Audience sing along with Chorus)

Christmas Time is Here (Peanuts)

STORY: "The Farm Machinery Dealership
Christmas Party" and "The Knights of
Columbus Christmas Party" 

A Little Christmas Music

Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas

Jingle Bells

We Wish You a Merry Christmas



Dr. Charlene Pauls

The Guelph Chamber Choir was founded in 1980 by Gerald Neufeld,
who led the choir until 2019 when Charlene Pauls joined as Artistic
Director. GCC remains an integral part of the strong musical heritage of
Guelph, and performs repertoire from Renaissance to contemporary,
from classical to Broadway, and from unaccompanied choral gems to
masterworks with full orchestra. 

Our choir comprises singers from various walks of life with a common
goal to create outstanding choral experiences, foster community
enjoyment, and to reach out through community partnerships. 

We welcome our wonderful choral colleagues and friends as we open
our choral season, singing "Side by Side".

www.guelphchamberchoir.ca
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Dr. Charlene Pauls is an active choral conductor, vocal soloist, adjudicator 
and pedagogue, directing a wide range of adult, university and youth 
choirs for over 25 years. In 2018, she was awarded the Ontario Arts Council 
Leslie Bell Prize for excellence in choral conducting, and under her 
direction, choirs have garnered gold medal standing at the World Choir 
Games and first place awards in the CBC amateur choir competition.

In addition to her work with GCC, Charlene is Associate Artistic Director of 
the Oakville Choir for Children and Youth where she conducts Raise Her 
Voice Chamber; is Music Director at Incarnation Church (Anglican) in 
Oakville; and runs a busy vocal studio.

Dr. Pauls has recently been invited to conduct at Carnegie Hall in New 
York in March 2024, conducting Mendelssohn's "Psalm 42", where 
members of GCC will be the core ensemble of the 100+ voice choir.  

Tenors
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http://www.guelphchamberchoir.ca/


Since 1984, the Guelph Guild of Storytellers has dedicated
itself to championing all forms of storytelling as part of
Guelph's rich culture. through events, promotion,
advocacy, and education. 

Members meet to build and polish stories and develop
storytelling talents at all levels. They present their craft at
community events, seniors' homes, schools, associations,
and in online broadcasts.

You can hear their stories through a regular season of
events at the Guelph Civic Museum and, in the summer,
at the Enabling Garden.  

www.guelphstorytellers.com

GUELPH GUILD OF
STORYTELLERS

Brian Holstein grew up on a dairy farm in NSW, Australia 
where he attended a one-room school. That experience 
influenced him to become a teacher. Immigrating to 
Canada over 55 years ago, he continued his profession 
until retirement. Since then, he discovered that he was a 
storyteller and has pursued that talent ever since. A 20+ 
year member of the Guelph Guild of Storytellers, he was 
instrumental in the founding of Tea ‘n’ Tales 15 years ago.

He is also an avid traveler, willing to go off the beaten 
track, away from the usual tourist destinations. Many of 
his trips have been circuitous routes back to Australia, 
talking to anyone, formulating tales to share.

Brian has also been a community activist and was a 
regular columnist for the Guelph Mercury before its 
demise. He has also been a character actor depicting 
Guelph’s past characters at several of the Civic 
Museum/Woodlawn Spirit Walks.

BRIAN HOLSTEIN

http://www.guelphyouthsingers.com/


Sya is a founding member of the Guelph GoGo Grandmothers (4Gs) 
(2006). It is part of a global grandmother movement supporting the 
African Grandmothers Campaign of the Stephen Lewis Foundation. 
That, in addition to personal, loving connections to Africa, explains 
why currently Sya is drawn to stories that originate in Africa. She is 
part of 4Gs Griots, a troupe of 4Gs tellers who regularly visit schools, 
seniors' homes, and churches to dramatize African stories and bring 
awareness of the significant needs of African gogos and their 
amazing accomplishments in caring for orphans in their 
community. 

Sya was the recipient of the Ontario Library Association 
Distinguished Service Award in 2004 and the Guelph Women of 
Distinction for Voluntary Community in 2010 and Rotary 
International Paul Harris Fellow in 2021. 

Life is good with 60+ years of marriage to late husband Lane, 
sharing the joy of three daughters and four amazing grandchildren.

SYA VAN GEEST

Sya is an avid, veteran storyteller, comfortable telling tales to 
all ages. She's a regular volunteer in schools, children's 
groups, senior homes, church groups, and special events, and 
a teacher of the craft of storytelling. She is an experienced 
educator with more than 30 years as a classroom teacher, 
consultant, author of curricula and short stories and teacher- 
librarian in high schools and elementary schools. 

Sya's stories may come from her life experience growing up 
as a middle child on a farm, or ancient tales with their roots in 
oral traditions such as the Bible, folktales, and fairytales. She 
finds many gems hidden in the fabulous body of picture 
books in her large personal collection, to which she regularly 
adds current gems found at her favourite bookstore in 
Guelph, The Bookshelf.

http://www.gggg.ca/
http://www.gggg.ca/fundraising/griots-5gs
http://guelphstorytellers.editmy.website/pages/edit/125039
http://guelphstorytellers.editmy.website/pages/edit/125039


His song Mining For Gold was featured in the John Sayles film Silver
City, and was included on the classic Cowboy Junkies album The
Trinity Sessions. His iconic Frobisher Bay, on tonight's program, has
been recorded by more than 100 different acts world-wide. It’s
become a standard in choirs everywhere, and is in Rise Again, the
sequel to the legendary Rise Up Singing songbook.

His newest album When I Stayed Home came out in 2021, as did his
unique ‘musical novel’ The Ark Of The Oven Mitt which includes a
downloadable recording of 36 original songs that move the plot
along. The book was a finalist in the 2022 Stephen Leacock Humour
Awards, and his new book The Highway and I, a memoir of his
favourite road adventures, makes its debut this evening! This spring
Gordon had his first ‘viral hit’ with 300,000 views on YouTube and
social media for his political commentary song about the "Freedom
Convoy". 

Learn more at:  www.jamesgordon.ca

JAMES GORDON

James Gordon has been there. He’s done that. He has 
had a remarkably diverse and resilient career in the 
Canadian cultural sector. 

As a solo singer-songwriter and with the ground- 
breaking trio Tamarack, he’s recorded 40 albums and 
toured relentlessly around the world. He’s written for 
symphony orchestras, musical theatre and dance works, 
scored films, and for more than 10 years was heard on 
CBC radio as songwriter-in-residence for the ’Basic 
Black’ and ‘Ontario Morning’ programs.

Between tours, James is a record producer, playwright, 
community activist, theatre director, and he’s just 
finished serving two terms as a Guelph City Councillor.

https://www.long-mcquade.com/
http://jamesgordon.ca/


TEXTS & TRANSLATIONS
Veni, Veni Emmanuel - Text: 9th c. Antiphon, music by Michael John Trotta

Veni, Veni Emmanuel!
Captivum solve Israel!
Qui gemit in excilio,
Privatus dei Filio

Refrain: 
Gaude, Gaude Emmanuel
Nascetur pro te, Israel

Veni, Veni, Rex gentium,
veni, Redemptor omnium,
ut salvas tuos famulos
peccati sibi conscious

Veni, Veni o oriens,
solare nos adveniens,
noctis depelle nebulas,
dirasque mortis tenebras

O Come, O Come the “I Am” that is with us,
break the bond of the captive people!
who mourn in exile
derived of the incarnation of the Father

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! The great “I Am”
will be born for you

O Come, gatherer of all nations,
come to make all whole,
to save your servants
from their separateness,

O Come thou light of life (morning star)
To shine on us by your coming,
dispel the clouds of night,
drive away the shadows of death

O Come All Ye Faithful - Text by John F. Wade, music by Cantus Diversi, arr. Alice Parker

[ALL] O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels;

Refrain:
O Come let us adore Him
O Come let us adore Him
O Come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

[CHOIR] Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above!
Glory to God, glory in the highest:

Refrain

[ALL] Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!

Refrain



Bogoróditse Djévo - Text by Kievan Chant, music by Arvo Pärt

Bogoróditse Djévo, rádujssja,
Blagodátnaja Maríje,
Gosspód ss’Tobóju;
blagosslovjéna Ty v’zhenách,
blagosslovjén plod chrjéva Tvojégó,
jáko Sspássa rodilá jeessí dush náshikh

Rejoice, Mother of God and virgin,
blessed Maria,
God is with you!
Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb,
because you gave birth to our salvation

L’Adieu des bergers à la sainte famille, from l'Enfance du Christ - Hector Berlioz

Il s’en va loin de la terre
Où dans l’étable il vit le jour
De son père et de sa mère
Qu’il reste le constant amour,
Qu’il grandisse, qu’il prospère
Et qu’il soit bon père à son tour

Oncques si, chez l’idolâtre,
Il vient à sentir le malheur,
Fuyant la terre marâtre,
Chez nous qu’il revienne au bonheur
Que la pauvreté du pâtre
Reste toujours chère à son cœur

Cher enfant, Dieu te bénisse!
Dieu vous bénisse, heureux époux!
Que jamais de l’injustice
Vous ne puissiez sentir les coups
Qu’un bon ange vous avertisse
Des dangers planant sur vous

You must flee this humble stable,
and leave the crib that held you there
Still, your father and your mother
surround you with undying care!
Grow and prosper, grow and prosper,
and a father's love may you share!

In that foreign land you flee to,
should loneliness bring you tears,
please remember us that love you;
Return to joyous welcome here
May we shepherds, poor and simple,
ever to your heart be dear!

Dearest infant, may God bless you;
God bless your happy parents too
May injustice never darken
the love that God bestows on you.
Guardian angels guide, protect you
May they lead you safely through!

Away in a Manger - Text attributed to Martin Luther, arr. Miles Ramsay

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head
The stars in the bright sky looked down 
where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray
Bless all the dear children in your tender 
care,
and take us to heaven to live with you there



The Lamb - Text by William Blake; music by 
John Tavener

Little Lamb who made thee 
         Dost thou know who made thee 
Gave thee life & bid thee feed
By the stream & o'er the mead;
Gave thee clothing of delight,
Softest clothing wooly bright;
Gave thee such a tender voice,
Making all the vales rejoice! 
         Little Lamb who made thee 
         Dost thou know who made thee 

         Little Lamb I'll tell thee,
         Little Lamb I'll tell thee!
He is called by thy name,
For he calls himself a Lamb: 
He is meek & he is mild, 
He became a little child: 
I a child & thou a lamb, 
We are called by his name
         Little Lamb God bless thee
         Little Lamb God bless thee

Frobisher Bay – James Gordon, arr. Diane 
Loomer

[Chorus]
Cold is the Arctic sea
Far are your arms from me
Long will this winter be
Frozen in Frobisher Bay
Frozen in Frobisher Bay

One more whale our captain cried
One more whale then we'll beat the ice
But the winter star was in the sky
The seas were rough, the winds were high
Deep were the crashing waves
That tore our whaler's mast away
And dark are these sunless days
Waiting for the ice to break

[Chorus]

Strange is the whaler's fate
To be saved from the raging waves
Only to waste away
Frozen in this lonely grave

[Chorus]
I'll Be Home For Christmas – Buck Ram, Kim
Gannon, Walter Kent

I'll be home for Christmas
You can plan on me
Please have snow and mistletoe
And presents by the tree

Christmas eve will find me
Where the love light gleams
I'll be home for Christmas
If only in my dreams

I'll be home for Christmas
You can plan on me
Please have some snow and mistletoe
And presents by the tree

Christmas eve will find me
Where the love light gleams
I'll be home for Christmas
If only in my dreams

I'll be home for Christmas
If only in my dreams

21 College Avenue West
Guelph, ON  N1G 1R7   (519) 822 2710
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 Judith A. Brisson, O. D.
 P. Lynne Leis, O.D.
 Reita Thomas-Parel, O.D.
 Violet Zawada-Kuzio, O.D.

https://clarityeyedocs.ca/


Solstice Song - Music and lyrics by Jan
Garrett, arr. Larry Nickel

Deep in the darkest winter night,
Here with my candle burning
Cozy and warm inside the light,
Now that the year is turning

What does the future hold in store?
Where has our journey brought us?
How can we learn from what's gone before?
What has experience taught us?

Heart of Creation
Lover of shadow and light
Sing us the songs of a billion stars
Silently all thru' the night

Friendship will light the darkest hours
True love will hold the vision
Peace and goodwill on earth is ours,
Let it be our decision

Heart of Creation
Lover of shadow and light.
Sing us the songs of a billion stars
Silently all thru' the night

Deep in the darkest winter night,
Here with my candle burning
Cozy and warm inside the light,
Now that the year is turning
Feel how the year is turning

The Sleepy Song (A Cree Lullaby) - by Sheryl
Sewepagaham

Nipa, kisâkihitin             Go to sleep, I love you.

Translation by Bill and Emily Sewepagaham

Silver Bells - Music by Jay Livingston, Ray 
Evans, arr. Silas Chinsen

City sidewalks, busy sidewalks, dressed in 
holiday style
In the air there's a feeling of Christmas
Children laughing, people passing, meeting 
smile after smile
And on every street corner you hear

Silver bells, silver bells
It's Christmas time in the city
Ring-a-ling, hear them ring
Soon it'll be Christmas day

Strings of street lights
Even stop lights
Blink a bright red and green
As the shoppers rush
home with their treasures

Hear the snow crunch
See the kids bunch
This is Santa's big scene
And above all this bustle
You'll hear

Silver bells, silver bells
It's Christmas time in the city
Ring-a-ling, hear them sing
Soon it will be Christmas day



Christmas Time is Here - Text by Lee 
Mendelson, music by Vince Guaraldi, arr. 
Robert Sterling 

Christmas time is here
Happiness and cheer
Fun for all that children call
Their favourite time of year

Snowflakes in the air
Carols everywhere
Olden times and ancient rhymes
Of love and dreams to share

Sleigh bells in the air
Beauty everywhere
Yuletide by the fireside
And joyful memories there

Christmas time is here
families drawing near
Oh, that we could always see
Such spirit through the year

Sleigh bells in the air
Beauty everywhere
Yuletide by the fireside
And joyful memories there

Christmas time is here 
Families drawing near
Oh that we could always see
Such spirit in the year

A Little Christmas Music - arr. Daryl
Runswick

Deck the halls with boughs of holly, fa la la…
‘Tis the season to be jolly, fa la la…
Don we now our gay apparel, fa la la…
Troll the ancient Yuletide carol, fa la la..

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way
Oh what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open
sleigh

Dashing through the snow in a one-horse
open sleigh
O'er the fields we go laughing all the way
Bells on bobtails ring making spirits bright,
What fun it is to ride and sing a sleighing
song tonight



Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas - 
Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane, arr. Pete 
Schmutte

Have yourself a merry little Christmas
Let your heart be light
From now on, all our troubles will be out of 
sight

Have yourself a merry little Christmas
Make the yuletide gay
From now on, our troubles will be miles away

Here were are as in olden days
Happy golden days of yore
Faithful friends who are dear to us
Gather near to us once more

Through the years we all will be together
If the fates allow
Hang a shining star upon the highest bough
And have yourself a merry little Christmas now

Here we are as in olden days
Happy golden days of yore
Faithful friends who are dear to us
Gather near to us once more

Through the years we all will be together
If the fates allow
Hang a shining star upon the highest bough
And have yourself a merry little Christmas now

Jingle Bells - Text by James S. Pierpont  

Dashing through the snow
In a one-horse open sleigh
O'er the fields we go
Laughing all the way
Bells on bobtails ring
Making spirits bright
What fun it is to ride and sing
A sleighing song tonight

[Chorus]
Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh, what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh, hey
Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh, what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh

A day or two ago
I thought I'd take a ride
And soon, Miss Fanny Bright
Was seated by my side
The horse was lean and lank
Misfortune seemed his lot
He got into a drifted bank
And then we got upsot

[Chorus]

Now the ground is white
Go it while you're young
Take the girls tonight
And sing this sleighing song
Just get a bobtailed bay
Two forty as his speed
Hitch him to an open sleigh
And crack, you'll take the lead

https://genius.com/artists/James-lord-pierpont
https://genius.com/13313102/Christmas-songs-jingle-bells/Bells-on-bobtails-ring
https://genius.com/13345473/Christmas-songs-jingle-bells/And-soon-miss-fanny-bright-was-seated-by-my-side
https://genius.com/13345473/Christmas-songs-jingle-bells/And-soon-miss-fanny-bright-was-seated-by-my-side
https://genius.com/18622698/Christmas-songs-jingle-bells/And-then-we-got-upsot
https://genius.com/13334454/Christmas-songs-jingle-bells/Now-the-ground-is-white-go-it-while-youre-young-take-the-girls-tonight-and-sing-this-sleighing-song-just-get-a-bobtailed-bay-two-forty-as-his-speed-hitch-him-to-an-open-sleigh-and-crack-youll-take-the-lead
https://genius.com/13334454/Christmas-songs-jingle-bells/Now-the-ground-is-white-go-it-while-youre-young-take-the-girls-tonight-and-sing-this-sleighing-song-just-get-a-bobtailed-bay-two-forty-as-his-speed-hitch-him-to-an-open-sleigh-and-crack-youll-take-the-lead
https://genius.com/13334454/Christmas-songs-jingle-bells/Now-the-ground-is-white-go-it-while-youre-young-take-the-girls-tonight-and-sing-this-sleighing-song-just-get-a-bobtailed-bay-two-forty-as-his-speed-hitch-him-to-an-open-sleigh-and-crack-youll-take-the-lead
https://genius.com/13334454/Christmas-songs-jingle-bells/Now-the-ground-is-white-go-it-while-youre-young-take-the-girls-tonight-and-sing-this-sleighing-song-just-get-a-bobtailed-bay-two-forty-as-his-speed-hitch-him-to-an-open-sleigh-and-crack-youll-take-the-lead
https://genius.com/13334454/Christmas-songs-jingle-bells/Now-the-ground-is-white-go-it-while-youre-young-take-the-girls-tonight-and-sing-this-sleighing-song-just-get-a-bobtailed-bay-two-forty-as-his-speed-hitch-him-to-an-open-sleigh-and-crack-youll-take-the-lead
https://genius.com/13334454/Christmas-songs-jingle-bells/Now-the-ground-is-white-go-it-while-youre-young-take-the-girls-tonight-and-sing-this-sleighing-song-just-get-a-bobtailed-bay-two-forty-as-his-speed-hitch-him-to-an-open-sleigh-and-crack-youll-take-the-lead
https://genius.com/13334454/Christmas-songs-jingle-bells/Now-the-ground-is-white-go-it-while-youre-young-take-the-girls-tonight-and-sing-this-sleighing-song-just-get-a-bobtailed-bay-two-forty-as-his-speed-hitch-him-to-an-open-sleigh-and-crack-youll-take-the-lead
https://genius.com/13334454/Christmas-songs-jingle-bells/Now-the-ground-is-white-go-it-while-youre-young-take-the-girls-tonight-and-sing-this-sleighing-song-just-get-a-bobtailed-bay-two-forty-as-his-speed-hitch-him-to-an-open-sleigh-and-crack-youll-take-the-lead


We Wish You A Merry Christmas

We wish you a merry Christmas
We wish you a merry Christmas
We wish you a merry Christmas and a
happy new year

[Chorus]
Good tidings we bring to you and your kin
We wish you a merry Christmas and a
happy new year

Oh, bring us some figgy pudding
Oh, bring us some figgy pudding
Oh, bring us some figgy pudding
And bring it right here

[Chorus]

We won't go until we get some
We won't go until we get some
We won't go until we get some
So bring it right here

We wish you a merry Christmas
We wish you a merry Christmas
We wish you a merry Christmas and a
happy new year

THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSORS AND FUNDERS

UPCOMING CONCERTS

https://guelphchamberchoir.ca/events/messiah/
https://guelphchamberchoir.ca/events/messiah/

