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Libretto
FELIX MENDELSSOHN (1809–1847)
ELIJAH
Introduction: Elijah 

As God the Lord of Israel liveth, before whom I 
stand: There shall not be dew nor rain these years, 
but according to my word. 

Overture 

PART I

1. Chorus:  The People 
Help, Lord! Wilt Thou quite destroy us!
 
The harvest now is over, the summer days are 
gone, and yet no power cometh to help us! Will 
then the Lord be no more God in Zion?

The deeps afford no water! And the rivers are 
exhausted! The suckling’s tongue now cleaveth 
for thirst to his mouth! The infant children ask for 
bread! And there is no one breaketh it to feed them.
 
2. Duet with Chorus: The People 
Lord, bow Thine ear to our prayer. 

Two Women:
Zion spreadeth her hands for aid, and there is nei-
ther help nor comfort.

3. Recitative: Obadiah 
Ye people, rend your hearts and not your garments 
for your transgressions: the prophet Elijah hath 
sealed the heavens through the word of God. I 
therefore say to ye: forsake your idols, return to 
God; for He is slow to anger, and merciful, and 
kind, and gracious, and repenteth Him of the evil.
 
4 Aria: Obadiah
 ‘If with all your hearts ye truly seek Me, ye shall 
ever surely find Me.’ Thus saith our God. Oh! that 

I knew where I might find Him, that I might even 
come before His presence!

5. Chorus: The People 
Yet doth the Lord see it not, He mocketh at us; 
His curse hath fallen down upon us, His wrath will 
pursue us till He destroy us.
For He, the Lord our God, He is a jealous God, and 
He visiteth all the fathers’ sins on the children to 
the third and the fourth generation of them that 
hate Him.
 
His mercies on thousands fall, on all them that love 
him and keep his commandments.

6. Recitative: An Angel 
Elijah! Get thee hence, Elijah! Depart and turn thee 
eastward: thither hide thee by Cherith’s brook. 
There shalt thou drink its waters; and the Lord thy 
God hath commanded the ravens to feed thee 
there: so do according unto His word.

7. Double Quartet and Recitative: The Angel
For He shall give His angels charge over thee,
That they shall protect thee in all the ways thou 
goest.
That their hands shall uphold and guide thee,
lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

Now Cherith’s brook is dried up, Elijah, arise and 
depart, and get thee to Zarephath, thither abide! 
For the Lord hath commanded a widow woman 
there to sustain thee; and the barrel of meal shall 
not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail until the 
day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.

8. Recitative, Aria and Duet: The Widow
What have I to do with thee, O man of God? Art 
thou come to me to call my sin unto remembrance? 
To slay my son art thou come hither? Help me, 
man of God! My son is sick! And his sickness is so 
sore that there is no breath left in him! I go mourn-
ing all the day long; I lie down and weep at night. 
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Libretto cont’d
See mine affliction. Be thou the orphan’s helper! 
Help my son! There is no breath left in him!

Elijah
Give me thy son. Turn unto her, O Lord my God; 
O turn in mercy, in mercy help this widow’s son! 
For thou art gracious, and full of compassion, and 
plenteous in mercy and truth. Lord, my God, let the 
spirit of this child return, that he again may live.

The Widow
Wilt thou show wonders to the dead? There is no 
breath in him!

Elijah
Lord, my God, let the spirit of this child return, that 
he again may live!

The Widow
Shall the dead arise and praise thee?

Elijah
Lord, my God, O let the spirit of this child return, 
that he again may live

The Widow
The Lord hath heard thy prayer, the soul of my son 
reviveth!

Elijah
Now behold, thy son liveth!

The Widow
Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and 
that his word in thy mouth is the truth. What shall I 
render to the Lord for all his benefits to me?

Elijah
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

The Widow
...with all my soul, and with all my might.

Both
O blessed are they who fear him.

9. Chorus: People 
Blessed are all they who fear Him, they ever walk 
in the way of peace. Through darkness riseth light, 
light to the upright. He is gracious, compassionate; 
He is righteous.
 
10. Recitative & Chorus: Elijah 
As God the Lord of Sabaoth liveth, before whom 
I stand, three years this day fulfilled, I will shew 
myself unto Ahab; and the Lord will then send rain 
again upon the earth. 

Ahab 
Art thou Elijah! Art thou he that troubleth Israel!
 
The People
Thou art Elijah, thou he that troubleth Israel!
 
Elijah 
I never troubled Israel’s peace: it is thou, Ahab, 
and all thy father’s house.  Ye have forsaken God’s 
commands, and thou hast follow’d Baalim. Now 
send, and gather to me the whole of Israel unto 
Mount Carmel; there summon the prophets of 
Baal, and also the prophets of the groves who 
are feasted at Jezebel’s table. Then we shall see 
whose God is the Lord. 

The People 
And then we shall see whose God is the Lord. 

Elijah 
Rise then, ye priests of Baal; select and slay a 
bullock, and put no fire under it; uplift your voices 
and call the god ye worship; and the god who by 
fire shall answer, let him be God. 

The People 
Yea, and the God who by fire shall answer, let him 
be God. 
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Libretto cont’d
Elijah 
Call first upon your god, your numbers are many. I, 
even I only, remain one prophet of the Lord. Invoke 
your forest gods and mountain deities. 

11. Chorus: Prophets of Baal 
Baal, we cry to thee, hear and answer us! Heed 
the sacrifice we offer! Hear us, Baal! Hear, mighty 
god! Baal, O answer us! Baal, let thy flames fall and 
extirpate the foe! 

12. Recitative & Chorus: Elijah 
Call him louder, for he is a god! He talketh, or he is 
pursuing, or he is in a journey; or, peradventure, he 
sleepeth: so awaken him! Call him louder, call him 
louder! 

Prophets of Baal 
Hear our cry, O Baal, now arise! Wherefore slumber?

13. Recitative & Chorus: Elijah 
Call him louder! He heareth not. With knives and 
lancets cut yourselves after your manner. Leap 
upon the altar ye have made, call him and proph-
esy! Not a voice will answer you: none will listen, 
none heed you. 

Prophets of Baal
Baal! Baal! Hear and answer, Baal! Mark how the 
scorner derideth us!
 
Elijah 
Draw near, all ye people, come to me! 

14. Aria: Elijah 
Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, this day let 
it be known that Thou art God, and that I am Thy 
servant! Lord God of Abraham! Oh show to all this 
people that I have done these things according to 
Thy word. Oh hear me, Lord, and answer me! Lord 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, oh hear me and 
answer me, and shew this people that Thou art 
Lord God. And let their hearts again be turned! 

15. Chorus: Angels 
Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sus-
tain thee. He never will suffer the righteous to fall: 
He is at thy right hand. Thy mercy, Lord, is great, 
and far above the heavens. Let none be made 
ashamed, that wait upon Thee! 

16. Recitative & Chorus: Elijah 
O Thou, who makest Thine angels spirits; Thou, 
whose ministers are flaming fires: let them now 
descend!

The People 
The fire descends from heaven! The flames con-
sume his offering! Before Him upon your faces fall! 
The Lord is God, the Lord is God! O Israel hear! 
Our God is one Lord, and we will have no other 
gods before the Lord. 

Elijah 
Take all the prophets of Baal, and let not one of 
them escape you. Bring them down to Kishon’s 
brook, and there let them be slain. 

The People 
Take all the prophets of Baal and let not one of 
them escape us: bring all and slay them! 

17. Aria: Elijah 
Is not His word like a fire, and like a hammer that 
breaketh the rock into pieces! For God is angry 
with the wicked every day. And if the wicked turn 
not, the Lord will whet His sword; and He hath bent 
His bow, and made it ready.

18. Arioso: Alto
Woe unto them who forsake Him! Destruction shall 
fall upon them, for they have transgressed against 
Him. Though they are by Him redeemed, yet they 
have spoken falsely against Him. From Him have 
they fled. Woe unto them!
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19. Recitative and chorus: Obadiah 
O man of God, help thy people! Among the idols of 
the Gentiles, are there any that can command the 
rain, or cause the heavens to give their showers? 
The Lord our God alone can do these things.

Elijah 
O Lord, Thou hast overthrown Thine enemies and 
destroyed them. Look down on us from heaven, O 
Lord; regard the distress of Thy people. Open the 
heavens and send us relief. Help, help Thy servant 
now, O God! 

The People 
Open the heavens and send us relief. Help, help 
Thy servant now, O God! 

Elijah
Go up now child, and look toward the sea. Hath my 
prayer been heard by the Lord?

The Youth
There is nothing.  The heavens are as brass, they 
are as brass above me.

Elijah
When the heavens are closed up because they 
have sinned against Thee, yet, if they pray and 
confess thy name, and turn from their sin when 
Thou didst afflict them: Then hear from heaven, 
and forgive the sin: help, send Thy Servant, help, 
O God!

The People
Then hear from heaven, and forgive the sin: Help, 
send Thy servant, help, O God!

Elijah
Go up again, and still look toward the sea. 

The Youth
There is nothing. The earth is as iron under me.

Elijah
Hearest thou no sound of rain? Seest thou nothing 
arise from the deep?

The Youth
No: there is nothing.

Elijah 
Have respect to the prayer of Thy servant, o Lord, 
my God! Unto Thee will I cry, Lord, my rock, be not 
silent to me! And Thy great mercies remember, Lord.
 
The Youth
Behold, a little cloud ariseth now from the waters; 
it is like a man’s hand! The heavens are black with 
cloud and with wind; the storm rusheth louder and 
louder!
 
The People 
Thanks be to God for all His mercies. 

Elijah 
Thanks be to God! For He is gracious; and His 
mercy endureth for evermore!

20. Chorus: The People 
Thanks be to God! He laveth the thirsty land. The 
waters gather, they rush along, they are lifting their 
voices. The stormy billows are high, their fury is 
mighty. But the Lord is above them and almighty.

—Intermission —

PART II

21. Aria: Soprano 
Hear ye, Israel, hear what the Lord speaketh: Oh, 
hadst thou heeded my commandments. Who hath 
believed our report! To whom is the arm of the Lord 
revealed? 
Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and 
His Holy One to him oppressed by tyrants. Thus 
saith the Lord: ‘I am He that comforteth. Be not 
afraid, for I am thy God! I will strengthen thee! Say, 
who art thou, that thou art afraid of a man that 
shall die; and forgettest the Lord thy Maker, who 
hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the 
earth’s foundations? Say, who art thou!’ 
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22. Chorus:
‘Be not afraid,’ saith God the Lord. ‘Be not afraid, 
thy help is near!’ God, the Lord, thy God, saith unto 
thee: ‘Be not afraid!’ 

Though thousands languish and fall beside thee, 
and tens of thousands around thee perish, yet still 
it shall not come nigh thee.

23. Recitative and Chorus: Elijah
The Lord hath exalted thee from among the people: 
and o’er his people Israel hath made thee king. But 
thou, Ahab, hast done evil to provoke him to anger 
above all that were before thee: as if it had been a 
light thing for thee to walk in the sins of Jeroboam. 
Thou hast made a grove and an altar to Baal, and 
serv’d him and worshipp’d him. Thou hast killed 
the righteous, and also taken possession. And the 
Lord shall smite all Israel, as a reed is shaken in the 
water; and he shall give Israel up, and thou shalt 
know he is the Lord.

The Queen
Have ye not heard he hath prophesied against all 
Israel?

The People
We heard it with our ears.

The Queen
Hath he not prophesied also against the king of Israel?

The People
We heard it with our ears.

The Queen
And why hath he spoken in the name of the Lord? 
Doth Ahab govern the kingdom of Israel while Eli-
jah’s power is greater than the king’s? The gods do 
so to me, and more, if, by tomorrow about this time, 
I make not his life as the life of one of them whom 
he hath sacrific’d at the brook of Kishon!

The People
He shall perish!

The Queen and the People
Hath he not destroyed Baal’s prophets? Yea, by 
sword he destroyed them all! He also closed the 
heavens! And called down a famine upon the land.

The Queen
So go ye forth and seize Elijah, for he is worthy to 
die; slaughter him! Do unto him as he hath done!

24. Chorus:
Woe to him, he shall perish, he closed the heavens! 
And why hath he spoken in the name of the Lord? 
Let the guilty prophet perish! He hath spoken 
falsely against our land and us, as we have heard 
with our ears. So go ye forth; seize on him! He shall 
die!

25. Recitative: Obadiah 
Man of God, now let my words be precious in thy 
sight. Thus saith Jezebel; ‘Elijah is worthy to die’. So 
the mighty gather against thee, and they have pre-
pared a net for thy steps; that they may seize thee, 
that they may slay thee. Arise then, and hasten for 
thy life; to the wilderness journey. The Lord thy God 
doth go with thee: He will not fail thee, He will not 
forsake thee. Now begone and bless me also!
 
Elijah 
Though stricken, they have not grieved. Tarry here 
my servant: the Lord be with thee. I journey hence 
to the wilderness.
 
26. Aria: Elijah 
It is enough! O Lord, now take away my life, for I am 
not better than my fathers! I desire to live no longer: 
now let me die, for my days are but vanity. I have 
been very jealous for the Lord God of Hosts, for the 
children of Israel have broken Thy covenant, and 
thrown down Thine altars, and slain all Thy prophets, 
slain them with the sword. And I, even I only am left: 
and they seek my life to take it away! It is enough! O 
Lord, now take away my life, for I am not better than 
my fathers! Now let me die, Lord, take away my life!

Libretto cont’d
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27. Recitative: Tenor 
See, now he sleepeth beneath a juniper tree in the 
wilderness, but the angels of the Lord encamp 
round about all them that fear Him. 

28. Chorus: Angels 
Lift thine eyes to the mountains, whence cometh 
help. Thy help cometh from the Lord, the Maker of 
heaven and earth. He hath said, thy foot shall not 
be moved, thy Keeper will never slumber.
 
29. Chorus: 
He, watching over Israel, slumbers not, nor sleeps. 
Shouldst thou, walking in grief, languish, He will 
quicken thee.

30. Recitative: The Angel
Arise, Elijah, for thou hast a long journey before 
thee. Forty days and forty nights shalt thou go to 
Horeb, the mount of God.

Elijah
O Lord, I have labour’d in vain; yea, I have spent 
my strength for naught, and in vain! O that thou 
wouldst rend the heavens, that thou wouldst come 
down; that the mountains would flow down at 
thy presence, to make thy name known to thine 
adversaries, through the wonders of thy works! 
O Lord, why hast thou made them to err from thy 
ways, and hardened their hearts that they do not 
fear thee? O that I now might die.

31. Aria: An Angel 
Oh rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him, and He 
shall give thee thy heart’s desires. Commit thy way 
unto Him, and trust in Him, and fret not thyself 
because of evil-doers. 

32. Chorus: 
He that shall endure to the end, shall be blessed. 

33. Recitative: Elijah 
Night falleth round me, O Lord! Be Thou not far 
from me! Hide not Thy face, O Lord, from me, my 
soul is thirsting for Thee, as a thirsty land. 

An Angel 
Arise now, get thee without, stand on the mount 
before the Lord: for there His glory will appear, 
and shine on thee! Thy face must be veiled, for He 
draweth near. 

34. Chorus 
Behold, God the Lord passed by! And a mighty 
wind rent the mountains around, brake in pieces 
the rocks, brake them before the Lord. But yet the 
Lord was not in the tempest. Behold, God the Lord 
passed by! And the sea was upheaved, and the 
earth was shaken. But yet the Lord was not in the 
earthquake. And after the earthquake there came 
a fire. But yet the Lord was not in the fire. And after 
the fire there came a still small voice. And in that 
still voice onward came the Lord.
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35. Recitative & Chorus: 
Above Him stood the Seraphim, and one cried to 
another: 

Seraphim 
Holy, holy, holy is God the Lord, the Lord Sabaoth! 
Now His glory hath filled all the earth.

36. Chorus & Recitative: Chorus 
Go, return upon thy way! For the Lord yet hath left 
Him seven thousand in Israel, those who have not 
bowed to Baal. Go, return upon thy way! Thus the 
Lord commandeth. 

Elijah 
I go on my way in the strength of the Lord For Thou 
art my Lord; and I will suffer for Thy sake. My heart 
is therefore glad, my glory rejoiceth; and my flesh 
shall also rest in hope.
 
37. Arioso:  Elijah 
For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
removed; but Thy kindness shall not depart from 
me; neither shall the covenant of Thy peace be 
removed. 

38. Chorus
Then did Elijah the prophet break forth like a fire; 
his words appeared like burning torches. Mighty 
kings by him were overthrown. He stood on the 
mount of Sinai and heard the judgments of the 

future, and in Horeb its vengeance. And when the 
Lord would take him away to heaven, lo! There 
came a fiery chariot with fiery horses, and he went 
by a whirlwind to heaven.
 
39. Aria: Tenor 
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in 
their heavenly Father’s realm. Joy on their head 
shall be for everlasting, and all sorrow and mourn-
ing shall flee away for ever.

40. Chorus: Chorus 
And then shall your light break forth as the light of 
morning breaketh: and your health shall speedily 
spring forth then: and the glory of the Lord ever 
shall reward you. 

Lord, our Creator. how excellent Thy Name is in 
all the nations! Thou fillest heaven with Thy glory. 
Amen.

Libretto cont’d
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Program Notes
Nowhere was the geNius of Felix Mendelssohn 
(1809-1847) more ardently admired than among the 
English. Perhaps it began with his “Overture to A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” in 1826. Then there were 
Mendelssohn’s frequent visits to the British Isles and 
such compositions as “The Hebrides Overture” and 
Scottish Symphony (No. 3) which further enhanced 
his reputation. Add to this his excellent command 
of the language and the warm admiration of Queen 
Victoria and Prince Albert and we have the basis of a 
musical love affair. Mendelssohn’s timing was ideal: 
his embracing of the religious oratorio in mid-century 
coincided with English middle-class values of propriety 
and piety. Concert-goers were already steeped in the 
genre since Handel’s productions a century earlier, 
above all Messiah, remained a perennial favourite.

Elijah was probably inspired by the success of his 
oratorio, St. Paul, which Mendelssohn had conducted 
at the Birmingham Triennial Music Festival in 1837. 
Although he had considered the project as far back 
as 1836, it was an invitation from the Festival Board in 
1845 which propelled Mendelssohn to proceed with 
the project. Despite delays resulting from translation 
of the text from German into English, negotiations with 
singers over salaries, and the occasional clashes with 
temperamental soloists, all was ready by August 18th 
of 1846 when the Maestro arrived in London where final 
rehearsals were to be held.

Even the most ardent admirer of choral music would 
be astonished—and envious, perhaps—of the enthusi-
asm which greeted Mendelssohn upon his arrival at the 
Birmingham Town Hall on the morning of August 26th for 
the premiere. Here is how Sir Julius Benedict, a musi-
cologist and conductor, described the scene: 

. . . . “at half-past eleven o’clock, a deafening shout 
from the band and chorus announced the approach 
of the great composer. The reception he met from 
the assembled thousands on stepping into his 
place was absolutely overwhelming.”

The initial enthusiasm of the audience was not mis-
placed: according to the Times, 

“The last note of Elijah was drowned in a long-
continued, unanimous volley of plaudits, vociferous and 
deafening .... Never was there a more complete tri-
umph—never a more thorough and speedy recognition of 
a great work of art”. 

Not surprisingly, comparisons were made between 
Elijah and Handel’s Messiah a century earlier. One “cul-
tured amateur”, Mrs. Bache of Birmingham, ventured to 
suggest that

“The old admirers of Handel who always crowd to ‘The 
Messiah’ ... would be shocked to hear anyone con fess 
a greater, a more refined and spiritual influence exer-
cised by Mendelssohn over the mind and heart.” 

Similar sentiments were expressed by Prince 
Albert when a revised version of Elijah was presented 
at London’s Exeter Hall on April 23rd 1847. He lamented 
the prevalence of ‘debased art’ and ‘the whirl of empty, 
frivolous sounds’ which only this Great Master could 
defeat through his ‘pure tones of sympathetic feeling 
and legitimate harmony’. Such comments might not be 
out of place in 2014!

Later critics have not always been so ecstatic. That 
professional curmudgeon, George Bernard Shaw, rather 
unkindly compared Elijah to Wagner’s Parsifal, Mozart’s 
Die Zauberflöte and Beethoven’s 9th Symphony in the 
realm of quasi-religous music, and then dismissed 
it as ‘Mendelssohn’s exquisite prettiness’. More bal-
anced commentators have suggested that with all his 
technical brilliance Mendelssohn’s music sometimes 
suffers from a lack of emotional range. While this may 
not be the case with Elijah, which has a long history of 
performance in Canada, it has not withstood changing 
musical tastes to the same degree as Messiah, which 
still flourishes in the English-speaking world. 

Fortunately, the pendulum seems to be swinging 
back. In recent years at least two fine performances 
have been staged in the United States, one in Boston 
in 2011 under the direction of Ann Howard Jones; 
another in 2012 with Washington’s National Symphony 
Orchestra conducted by Helmut Rilling and featuring 
Canadian baritone Russell Braun in the title role. This 
evening’s presentation by the Guelph Chamber Choir 
may be the first to employ a period orchestra since the 
work’s inception in which Mendelssohn endeavoured 
to recreate the ‘baroque style’ of Handel and Haydn. In 
the interest of economy and space, however, tonight’s 
performance will not feature 300 singers as was the 
case at its premiere. 

Notes by Lewis Abbott

UNIVERSITY  SQUARE PHARMACY

(519) 763-3301   987 GORDON STREET (KORTRIGHT ROAD)
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Guest Artists
CoNsistiNg mostly of vocal majors from the Don 
Wright Faculty of Music at Western University in 
London, Ontario, the Western University Singers 
perform five regular concerts each year as well as 
giving concerts by invitation.  Under the direction of 
Deral Johnson, Gerald Neufeld, and Victoria Meredith, 
the choir has performed at national and international 
conventions as well as winning a number of prizes 

that include the Wallace Laughton Award and the CBC 
choral competition for amateur choirs.  Alumni of the 
UWO Singers are some of Canada’s finest soloists 
performing in major opera houses and on the stages of 
Europe and North America.  Others are teachers at all 
levels of school and university education as well as in 
private studios.

Soprano
Daniela Agostino
Emily Bird
Nicole Cates
Jessica Clark
Kelsea Crowe
Janine Herrmann-McLeod
Euiene Lee
Shannon McManus
Irina Medvedeva
Julie Rempel
Nicole Stocks
Amanda Weatherall

Alto
Annie Bird
Kaitlyn Clifford
Rebecca Cuddy
Andreina Diaz Salazar
Gabrielle French
Angelina Froese
Holly Langohr 
Amanda Perera
Emily Roughley
Kathleen Stokes
Shannon Taylor
Abigail Veenstra

Tenor 
Jordan Baldwin
Bradley Barnham
Michael Bergeron
Adriano Burgo
Josh Clemenger
John Johnston
Ross Mortimer
Ryan Nauta
Zach Phair
Joshua Richardson

Bass
Andrew Berkeley
Patrick Bowman
Ben Braz
Bevan Buhler
Kevin Gibson
Adam Harris
Daniel Le Forestier
Joel MacDonald
Andrew Quinn
Clarke Ruth
Ardavan Taraporewala
Ryan Vamos
Kurtis Whittle

Violin 1
Joseph Lanza
Elizabeth Andrews
Rona Goldensher
Stephen Marvin
Cristina Zacharias

Violin 2
Patricia Ahern
Tom Georgi
Valerie Gordon
Elyssa Lefurgy-Smith
Valerie Sylvester

Viola
Patrick Jordan
Anthony Rapoport
Mary McGeer 
Sheila Smyth

Cello
Christina Mahler
Laura Jones 
Margaret Gay

Bass
Jeffrey Stokes 
Marylin Fung

Flute
Alison Melville 
Kathie Stewart 

Oboe
John Abberger 
Marco Cera

Clarinet
Colin Savage
Stephen Fox 

Bassoon
Heather Carruthers 
Francois Viault 

Horn 
Ron George 
Neil Spaulding 
Trevor Wagler 
Teresa Wasiak-Lee

Trumpet
Shawn Spicer 
Paul Sanvidotti 

Trombone 
Rob Tilley 
Cathy Stone 
Peter Collins 

Tuba 
Herb Poole

Timpani
Ed Reifel

Musica Viva Orchestra

WESTERN UNIVERSITY SINGERS
Dr. Gerald Neufeld, conductor
Janelle Timmermans Scharringa, piano
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Soloists
While study-
ing voice at the 
University of 
Western Ontario, 
soprano ANNE-
MARIE RAMOS 
performed 
such roles 
with UWOpera 
as Angelique 
in Ibert’s 
Angelique, Suor 
Genovieffa in 
Puccini’s Suor 
Angelica and 
Adele in Johann 
Strauss’s Die Fledermaus. Upon graduating, Ms. 
Ramos was awarded first place in The Canadian Opera 
Company Competition, London division. She was 
also a recipient of the prestigious Board of Governors’ 
Award for three consecutive years. 

Also a graduate of the University of Toronto Vocal 
Music Performance Program, Ms. Ramos participated 
in productions with the Opera School Division. She 
gained notice in the musical theatre and operetta world 
with such roles as Mabel in Pirates of Penzance and 
Maria in West Side Story. During her graduating year 
Ms. Ramos joined The Stratford Festival of Canada 
where she performed the role of Princess Tuptim in 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s The King and I as well as 
Goddess Diana in Shakespeare’s Pericles. Recently, 
she was a soloist in the Brahms Requiem with both the 
Guelph Chamber Choir and the Toronto Choral Society, 
and performed Esther in the Canadian Debut of Wish 
Opera’s Rosemarie, Julie Jordan in an Edmonton 
production of Carousel and Cosette in Les Misérables 
with 1000 Islands Playhouse. She made her National 
Arts Centre debut in 2013 as Sydney in the Dora Mavor 
Moore Award-winning opera, Sanctuary Song. 

Hailed for her 
“excellence, 
purity of voice 
and emotional 
intensity,” 
SOPHIE LOUISE 
ROLAND 
recently per-
formed numer-
ous operatic 
roles with inter-
national compa-
nies, including 
Ente Concerti di 
Iglesias (Italy), 
the Gratchen 
Festival (The Netherlands), American Opera Theater, 
Opera York, Pellegrini Opera, Opera Lirica Italiana, 
Opera Brasov (Romania), Janiec Opera Company 
(North Carolina) and Indiana University Opera Theater. 

In addition to her operatic credits, Ms. Roland has 
appeared in concert with ensembles such as Orchestra 
London, Orchestre symphonique de Trois-Rivières, 
the Windsor Symphony, the Guelph Chamber Choir, 
the Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra, the Indianapo-
lis Chamber Orchestra, Symphony Hamilton, London 
Fanshawe Symphonic Orchestra, and the Kitchener-
Waterloo Symphony. Ms. Roland recently was featured 
singing in Jean-Claude Labrecque’s film, Infiniment 
Québec and on the artist Jorane’s compilation CD, 
Jorane X. She also appeared in Prokofiev’s Alexander 
Nevsky under the baton of Maestro Erich Kunzel, and 
was chosen to participate in the celebrations in honour 
of Marilyn Horne’s 70th birthday at Carnegie Hall.

Ms. Roland is Associate Professor of Music in 
the Don Wright Faculty of Music at Western Univer-
sity, where she is Chair of the Music Performance. 
She is also General Director of the both the Canadian 
Operatic Arts Academy and the Accademia Europea 
Dell’Opera.
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Soloists cont’d
Tenor CHRIS 
FISCHER 
has earned 
a reputation 
as a flexible 
and intelligent 
performer on 
the concert 
stage, both 
as a profes-
sional cho-
rister and as 
a soloist with 
choirs and 
orchestras 
throughout 
southwestern Ontario, in repertoire ranging from Bach 
to Britten.

Chris has recently sung the operatic roles of 
Kaspar in Menotti’s Amahl and the Night Visitors, the 
Narrator in Ronald Beckett’s Ruth, and Don Basilio in 
Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro. During the 2012/13 
season, he participated in the North American pre-
miere of Zelenka’s Missa Omnium Sactorum, with 
Menno Singers and the Nota Bene Baroque Orchestra. 
In 2013/14, in addition to Mendelssohn’s Elijah with 
the GCC, Chris has performed as a soloist in Handel’s 
Messiah with the Bach Elgar Choir of Hamilton, Arcady 
and the Elora Festival Singers, and will appear with 
the National Academy Orchestra and conductor Boris 
Brott in Mozart’s Requiem later this spring. Chris has 
recorded with the Guelph Chamber Choir (featuring 
in Vaughan Williams’ Fantasia on Christmas Carols on 
the CD, Christmas in the Royal City), the Elora Festival 
Singers, Arcady, and Oakville Masterworks (as the 
Swan in Orff’s Carmina Burana). He has been a section 
leader with the Guelph Chamber Choir since 2002. 

Since his 
operatic debut 
at the 1974 
Stratford Fes-
tival, DANIEL 
LICHTI has 
established 
himself as one 
of Canada’s 
finest bass-
baritones, 
performing 
with many 
of North 
America’s 
finest orches-
tras (both modern and baroque) and with most of its 
choral organizations. He has achieved renown at major 
Bach and summer Festivals, performed oratorio and 
opera internationally, gained acclaim as a recitalist 
and recording artist, and taken the stage with many 
of Canada’s leading opera companies. In 2014 he will 
celebrate 40 years of singing for audiences around 
the world, and ongoing critical commentary indicates 
that his artistry continues to inspire admiration for the 
beauty, warmth and richness of his voice, and respect 
for the dignity and sincerity in his interpretations. 

Mr. Lichti, Associate Professor of Voice for the 
Faculty of Music at Wilfrid Laurier University since 
1998, has just returned from a sabbatical during which 
he performed Schubert’s epic Winterreise in Paris, 
Vienna, and Lyon. This season, in addition to appear-
ances with the Guelph Chamber Choir, he will sing 
Bach with K-W’s Grand Philharmonic choir on Good 
Friday, and return to the Baldwin-Wallace Bach Festival 
in Cleveland, the Bethlehem Bach Festival (PA) and the 
Shenandoah Bach Festival in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 
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Of Note

	  	  	  Please	  consider	  a	  donation...	  

Your	  donation	  will	  support	  the	  Guelph	  
Chamber	  Choir’s	  efforts	  to	  present	  you

and	  our	  community	  with	  inspired	  choral	  music	  to	  stir	  
the	  human	  spirit.	  You	  will	  receive	  a	  tax	  receipt,	  
acknowledgment	  in	  the	  concert	  programs	  and	  our	  
sincere	  thanks	  for	  your	  contribution	  toward	   making	  
this	  season	  a	  wonderful	  success.	  Please	  make	  your	  
cheque	  payable	  to:	  

Guelph	  Chamber	  Choir
Box	  513,	  Guelph,	  Ontario	  N1H	  6K9

–	  Charitable	  Registration	  #	  87575	  6769	  RR0001

 Donation	  Levels:

............................................	   Student	  Friend	   $5	  and	  up	  	  
..........................................................	   Friend	   	  $50	  and	  up	  	  
.......................................................	   Patron	   $100	  and	  up	  	  

..................................	   Chorister’s	  Circle	   $250	  and	  up	  	  

..................................	   President’s	  Circle	   $500	  and	  up	  	  
	   .............................Conductor’s	  Circle	   $1000	  and	  up	  	  

	   Name: ...................................................................................................................	  	   	  

	   Address: ...................................................................................................................	  	   	  

	   City:	   ...............................................................	   	   Postal	  Code: .............................	  

	   Email: ...................................................................................................................	  	   	  

..............................	   Total	  Amount	  of	  Donation:	  	  

	   Anonymity	  Requested:	    

Please	  note	  that	  donations	  can	  now	  be	  made	  online	  safely	  and	  securely	  via	  CanadaHelps.org
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✁

Give a gift of beautiful music
All proceeds support 
the Guelph Chamber Choir

Recordings 
ON SALE 
tonight!
Only $10 each 
or 3 for $25
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Our People
Gerald Neufeld Conductor

Alison MacNeill Accompanist
The Guelph Chamber Choir was founded in 1980 to 

foster the development and appreciation of choral music 
in Guelph and the surrounding area. Consisting of highly 
talented but mostly amateur singers from a wide range 
of occupations, the choir is proudly presenting its 34th 

season this year with five concerts. Its repertoire ranges from Renaissance masters to 
newly commissioned works, from classical styles to Broadway and vocal jazz, and from 
masterworks for choir and orchestra to choral gems for unaccompanied voices.

In addition to its regular series of concerts, the GCC has performed in numerous 
festivals, including the Llangollen International Eisteddfod in Wales (3rd place winner in 
the Mixed Choir Category), Toronto International Choral Festival, Guelph Spring Festi-
val, Elora Festival, and festivals in Salzburg, Austria, and the Czech Republic. Exciting 
collaborations include working with Dancetheatre David Earle, professional choirs, 
regional choirs, community choirs, and orchestras such as the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony and Orchestra London. Some of our most engaging concerts have been 
accompanied by period instrument specialists from Toronto and southern Ontario.

The GCC has performed in England, Wales, Ireland, Austria, the Czech Republic, 
Holland, Germany, Sweden and Denmark, has been broadcast on CBC Radio, and has 
won prizes in the CBC National Competition for Amateur Choirs. Recordings include 
Noel, On Christmas Night; Songs of the New World; Good Cheare: Christmas Celebra-
tions Old and New (with the Oliver Whitehead Jazz Ensemble), Christmas in the Royal 
City, and Remember.

Gerald Neufeld has been conductor of the Guelph Chamber Choir since its 
founding. He holds the degree of Doctor of Musical Arts from the University of Iowa and 
is presently a professor in the Don Wright Faculty of Music, Western University, where 
he conducts choirs and teaches choral conducting. Previously, he taught in the music 
department of the University of Guelph and conducted the University of Guelph choir 
with which he toured in Britain and Europe on two occasions. Under his direction, the 
Guelph Chamber Choir, the University of Guelph choir, the Faculty of Music Singers, 
and the Thames Scholars from Western University all won prizes in the CBC National 
Competition for Amateur Choirs.

Gerald Neufeld is a previous winner of the Leslie Bell competition for choral con-
ductors. He has served on juries for the Canadian recording industry’s Juno Awards, 
the Leslie Bell Competition and the Guelph Spring Festival national vocal competition. 
He is active as a choral clinician, festival adjudicator, and lecturer on topics of special 
interest in the choral field.

Alison MacNeill has been accompanist for the Guelph Chamber Choir for twenty-
five seasons. She holds a Bachelor of Music degree from the University of Guelph and 
is the Director of Music Ministry at Harcourt Memorial United Church as well as an 
independent music teacher and adjudicator, accompanist and chamber musician.

Board of direCtors

President Ken Carey
Secretary Dorothy Fisher
Treasurer Brad Halls 
Members at Large Lew Abbott, Barbara Friend, Bob Housser, Ann Murray
Administration Patricia Eton-Neufeld 
Marketing Ken McRory 
Concert Promotions Brenda Lewis

guelph ChamBer Choir  
2013–2014

Sopranos
Anna Dolson
Laura Harp
Jane Houlding
Beverly Krzmarcik
Marg McKenzie-Leighton
Patricia Ramos Ward
Sally Stelter
Tammy teWinkel
Felicia Urbanski
Alison Vicary
 
Altos
Lynn Beath
Janice Coles
Carolynne Davy Godin
Joanne Gonsalves
Nancy Jackson
Naomi Matsui
Laurie McDonald
Anne McKenzie
Susanne Schmidt-McQuillan
Kayla Schnarr

Tenors
Naoki Chiba
Chris Fischer
Lanny Fleming
Ken Frey
Brad Halls
Harold Jackson
Lawrence Sugden
Peter Thompson

Basses
Ken Carey
Mark Haslett
Brian Janzen
Andrew McLaren
Neil McLaren
Ken McRory
Graham Nancekivell
Matthias Schmidt
James A. Walke

We are  an active, working Board and we have opportunities to serve.  
If you are interested, please contact Ken Carey at (519) 822-0755.
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Our Thanks
We would like to thank our supporters who made valuable financial contributions to the Guelph Chamber Choir. 

Please consider a donation, by completing the form on page 9 or online using CanadaHelps.org

Conductor’s Circle ($1,000 & up) 
Urve & Lewis Abbott 
Mary Lou & Doug Brock 
Naoki & Christina Chiba
Nancy & Harold Jackson
Patricia Eton-Neufeld & Gerald Neufeld 
Ken McRory
Harry & Mary-Jane Oussoren 
Spaenaur 
Susan & Gerald Stephenson 
Anonymous 

President’s Circle ($500 & up) 
James Ford & Brenda Coomber 
Eleanor Davidson
Brad & Heather Halls 
Mark Haslett & Jane Houlding
Sandy & Ann Middleton 
Sally & Gil Stelter 
Susan & Peter Thompson 
Anonymous 

Chorister’s Circle ($250 & up) 
Lynn & David Beath
Alice & Ken Carey
Barbara Friend 
Derek Hall 
Sarah Lowe
Adrian Levytsky & Karen Slatkovsky
Sheila & Neil McLaren 
Marilyn Robinson Murray 
Dr. Stephen Somerton
Dr. P. Spadafora
Jonathan Spaetzel 
Ruth Tatham 
Bruce L. Taylor 
Margaret Wade 
Anonymous 

Patrons ($100 & up) 
Adventus Research Inc.
Carol Allison 
Dr. Kate Anderson
Dr. Robert Bailey
Frank & Janet Brewster
Barbara Buttars 
Deanna Bouris
Carson Reid Homes Ltd. 
Dr. Jennifer Caspers
Dr. Larry Chapman
Mikio & Kyoko Chiba
Gary & Wynne Christie
Marvin Cohen: Arctic Experience Gallery
Anne Connolly
William & Muriel Cox
Terence Crowley
Dave Davidson & Alison Vicary
Carol Davy
Dr. Shah & Donnita Deen
Mary Dinsdale
Dr. Scott Elliott 
Ken & Suzanne Embree 
Dr. Robert Enns 

Ben & Norma Fear 
Dr. Richard Fedorak
Fergus Medical Centre
Gastro Barkun Inc.
Dr. Robert Goldsmith
Barbara & Orland Green
Joanne Grodzinski
Groundhog Contractors Ltd. 
Dr. Michael Gould
William C. Hamilton 
Laura Harp
Gordon Harris 
Cas & JoAnne Herold
Dr. James Hewak
Megan Hodge 
Rhoda Holz
Dr. David & Rosemary Hood
Dr. Donald Huband
Dr. F. Incitti
D.R. Johnson Financial Services Inc.
Ken & Isobel King 
Dr. Dan Kottachchi
Yarko Levytsky 
Ron & Mel MacDonald 
Mike Manera
Dr. Norman Marcon 
Laurie & Terry McDonald
Warren & Margaret McKenzie-Leighton
John Milne
Anne & John Monkhouse
Michel Moreau
Dr. T. Morris 
David & Ann Murray 
Linda Neufeld Buhr
Norm Passi
Dr. Natasha Pereira-Hong
Harold & Marilyn Quinn
Patricia Ramos Ward
Dr. Dan Reilly 
Dr. Deborah Robinson
Carl & Yvonne Rosenquist 
J. Douglas Sanderson 
Dr. Ranjit & Elspeth Singh
David & Marie Smith
Nancy & John Steele
Gary Svoboda
Tammy teWinkel 
Dr Tom Tobin 
Greta Unternahrer 
Felicia Urbanski & Larry Squire
Lane & Sya Van Geest 
Pieter & Anne Wyminga 
Several Anonymous Donors 

Friends ($50 & up) 
Douglas Auld 
Jeffrey Axler
John & Rochelle Barnum 
Judith Bell
Michelle Bott
Joan Bowland
Julie Chiba Branson
Dr. Deborah Cook 

David & Carol Ann Douglas 
G Jean Elliott 
Dr. Alex Ferguson
Dr. Alan Finlayson
Tony Foster
Dr. Robert Gaiardo
Shirley Gale
Dr. Sean Gartner
Dr. Richard Gergovich
Marilyn Gifford
Lillian Gohn
Donna Gorjup 
Robin Gow
Sarah Hayter 
Wendy Hickey
Dr. G. & Phyllis Hollinger
Charles Hudson
Chris Hutter
Dr. S. Hutton
Brian Janzen
John & Clara Janzen
Sara Kaune
Joy Killen
Jacqui Kowal
George Lange
Dr. Jonathan Love
Dr. Barry Lumb
Gerard Luyckx 
Blair & Elizabeth MacNeill
Sarah Mainguy
Patricia Martin
Dr. Andrew Maykut
Douglas & Anna McCalla 
Dr. Peter McPhedran
Dr. Charles Minett
Dr. Paul Moayyedi
Dr. S.H. Moodley
Dr. David & Sonja Morgan
Cynthia Moseley
Sharon Nancekivell
Dr. Robert Norrie
Henry Orr
Dr. Dean Raso
Dr. Dan & Heather Sadowski
Frances Schwenger 
Gabriel Scullion 
Susan Sinclair
Marianna Slatkovsky
Richard & Debra Speers
Marion Steele
Surrey Street Prescriptions Inc.
21 Surrey St. Holdings Inc.
Luciano & Susan Toich: Royal Lepage
Dr. Michelle Turner
Sherron Valeriote
Dr. Amanda Wagler 
Janet Wardlaw 
T.K. Warley
Ann Wilson
William Winegard 
Vida Winegarden 
Anne & Wayne Wright
Several Anonymous Donors
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Community Support
guelph ChamBer Choir

P.O. Box 513, Guelph, ON  N1H 6K9

Phone  519-836-5103
Email info@guelphchamberchoir.ca
Website www.guelphchamberchoir.ca

Box offiCe
Phone (519) 763-3000
On-line www.riverrun.ca
Hours Mon-Sat 11am-6pm 
Administration (519) 837-5662

aCCessiBility
River Run Centre is proud to be completely acces-
sible for patrons and performers with special 
needs. Wheelchair locations are available in both 
halls.  Please inform the Box Office when pur-
chasing tickets. Infrared headsets for the hearing 
impaired are available at the Coat Check prior to 
the performances.

theatre etiquette
So that everyone can enjoy the performance, and in 
consideration of the artist, please note that latecomers 
will be seated at a suitable break; beepers and cellular 
phones and watch alarms must be muted; and the use 
of recording devices or taking of photos is prohibited.

sCeNts
In consideration of those who have allergies, please 
refrain from using perfume or cologne.

ChildreN
We welcome children, but please remember that 
everyone must have a ticket, regardless of age. In 
consideration of the audience, and for safety, babies 
will not be admitted to the performance.

graNts gratefully reCeived from

Corporate frieNds (under $500)
Edinburgh Optometry Clinic
Bob Housser Photography
Steele Bros. (Guelph, 1986) Ltd.

promotioNal partNer

CoNCert spoNsors

soloist spoNsors

THE
MACTAGGART

TEAM

heartfelt thaNKs to our CommuNity spoNsors:


